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EFIELD DAY FIELD DAY EFLELD DAY 


FIELD DAY is one of the biggest operating events of the year for 
MDARC, running for 24 hours (Saturday morning through Sunday 
morning). Lauren Styles WA6CIE is Field Day Chairman. He asks for 
participants, expecially band captains, and an overnight crew for 
80-meters. He is in need of equipment: generators, antennas, etc. 
Call him at 676-2186 if you are willing to help. KEEP UPDATED ON 
THE MDARC THURSDAY EVENING NET (147.060-/R) FOR LATE DEVELOPMENTS. 


THANES THANE THANESS 


Thanks to President Derek Brown, N6CUK, and Paul Girard, for 
preparing and publishing the MAY issue of this newsletter in my 
absence, in its entirety, and on VERY SHORT NOTICE. I was in Mt. 
Diablo Medical Center for elective surgery and expected to recover 
soon enough to do the job myself, but it wasn't to be. It became 
necessary to ask for help.......... Derek and Paul responded...... 


MDARC ASSISTS HORSEMEN'S 
ENDURANCE TRAILRIDE 
By Joe Gregory, WA6DON 


Sunday May 6 the Diablo 
Heritage Association's annual 
trailride on Mt. Diablo was sup- 
ported by a communication team 
from the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio 
Club. Fifty one horses and riders 
started the fifty mile course, 
and 44 signed up for the shorter 
25 mile ride. Weather was warm 
but not too Aot. B22: but 727 €on- 
pleted the ride. 

Jim KK6GO took the early 
shift at the Base Camp in Castle 
Rock Park, Walnut Creek. and was 
relieved at noon by Ken N60SE. 
Pete N6OGN manned the first vet- 
check at Curry Point and reported 
the several horses which were 
pulled from the competition 
there. Jim KA6DXY had a long day 
at the Juniper Camp rest stop 
near the top of the mountain. Joe 
WA6DON watched the fifty milers 
at the foot of Mitchell Canyon. 
George KI6YK kept track of both 
groups at their last stop at the 
Diablo Ranch, and closed the 
operation with Ken when the drag 
riders left that point. 

No emergencies were encoun- 
tered by the ride participants. 
The only difficulty reported over 
the radio net occurred when 
Pete's radio discharged his car 
battery to the point it would not 
start his engine. George, the 
closest operator, drove around 
the mountain to assist with a 
jump start, and the incident 
ended happily. 

The group was complimented 
by the ride chairman for provi- 
ding essential support for the 
safety of the riders. 


PLAN TO ATTEND 
MT. DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB's 
FIELD DAY - JUNE 23/24 
FAMILY PICNIC - JULY 22 


GREENBELT ALLIANCE BIKE RIDE 
By Rick Barber, WB6EZI 


Greenbelt Alliance, an oraan- 
ization concerned with open space 
issues in nine Bay Area counties. 
held a seven-day bike ride to pro- 
mote their cause. The ride started 
in San Francisco and went through 
Saratoga, into eastern Santa Clara 
County, north to Livermore and out 
Vasco Road to eastern Contra Costa 


County. The group then proceeded 
north to Rio Vista, west to Fair- 
field, Ss Helena, Santa Rosa, 
Bodega Bay and then south back to 
San Francisco. Approximately 35 
riders participated in the event. 
Communications for the ride 
were provided by amateur radio 


operators from throughout the area. 


Tony Aiello (KA6LEB), the field 
representative for Greenbelt 
Alliance, coordinated the event. 
East county hams, using CCRA's 
WA6HAM repeater, provided commun- 
ications during day four. Rufus 
Bryant (N6NFR), Chuck Dowell 
(WA6YVH), and Rick Barber (WB6EZI) 


assisted Tony as the riders passed 
through Contra Costa County to Rio 
Vista. 

All riders admitted (complained) 
that this stretch of the ride was 
the most dangerous and miserable 
portion they encountered. High winds 
and moderate rain plagued the riders 
throughout the day. All riders heav- 
ed a big sigh of relief when they 
finally completed the highway 160 
portion of the ride from Antioch to 
Rio Vista. 


PHOTO CONTEST IN AUGUST 
By Don Ledwith, Vice President 


Now's the time to dig up old 
photos of MDARC members in action. 
Or plan to take a winning snapshot 
at Field Day or the Club picnic. A 
photo con-test is planned as a side- 
show for the August meeting 

PRIZES WILL BE GIVEN. 


MT. DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 43rd ANNIVERSARY PICNIC AND POTLUCE 
FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY 


DATE: Sunday July 22, 1990 TIME: 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM 
PLACE: Lafayette Reservoir COST: $3 per car to enter park. 
TALK-IN-FREOUENCIES: 9AM TO 1PM. 147.06+/R idedin om 


PARK RULES: Open 6AM to 9PM. No generators, fireworks, open fires. 
Wine and beer permitted - bring your own. Fishing 
requires a State license. Boat rentals $4.50 per hour. 
Hiking and cycling (bring your own cycles). 


HIGHLIGHTS OF PICNIC: Games. transmitter hunt(s), door prizes, 
coffee, watermelon, soda pop. 


YOU BRING: 1. Briquets for your barbecue. 

2. One share dish for 12 people (if you wish): a main 
dish. salad, dessert. Put your name on the bottom 
of your dish. 

3. Plates, table service. meat, buns, fixings, etc. 

4. Lawn chairs, sun shades, sweaters, etc. 


PRE-REGISTRATION: Before Wednesday July 18, 1990. There will be 
pre-registration door prizes. NO COST. 
Ne prizes for late or no registrations. 


SCHEDULED FOR YOUR FUN 


19:00 AM When and if there are enough people, or later 

Sports tans: You bring softball, football, frisbee, etc. 
If enough present, tuq-of-war, three-legged race. 
eaqaqs on spoon, water balloons, egg toss, bubble 
blowing, watermelon eating contest, stc. 

Non sports fans: Bring your favorite game: checkers, 
chess, card games, trivial pursuit, etc. 

Practice with your RDF equipment in the meadow. 


12:00 Lunch. MDARC provides coffee, soda pop, watermelon. 


1:00 to 4:00 Door prize drawinac. All attendees will receive one 
free door prize ticket. You must be present to win. 


2:40 to 3:00 Judging and prizes of RDF equipment for transmitter 
hunt. 


3:00 to 3:45 Transmitter hunt on foot, handhelds, clues in voice 
only on 2-meter simplex. (Freq.to be given). 


2:45 to 5:00 More sports, another TX hunt, food/drinks-free time. 


5:00 It's all over. Thanks for coming. Good evening. 73. 
George WB60OFH - Picnic Chairman 
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MORE ON THE PICNIC 
JUDGING AND PRIZES FOR RADIO DIRECTIONAL FINDING EQUIPMENT (RDF) ; 


Judging of RDF equipment for the transmitter hunt will be by 
a blue ribbon panel of three judges who will judge all entries. 

You and your team will tell the judges how it works, show how 
it works, how it is constructed, your ideas about it; antenna, 
meter, attenuator, etc. Even if you didn't build it, still show the 
judge how you intend to win by using what you have. 

Prizes: 1st, 2nd, 3rd - ribbons and certificates. 


RULES FOR THE TRANSMITTER HUNT 
2-meter simplex 

Only one hunter is recommended, but you may have up to 3 
persons with you. Team members do not have to have FCC licenses. 
‘Hunters using 2 to 3 persons must stay within three feet of one 
another (to keep from large sweeping with people spread out). You 
must carry all equipment with you. You may carry more than one 
receiver with you. You are being timed by a stop watch. You have 
45 minutes to find the rabbit, which you will bring back to camp 
with you. The judge may disqualify you for poor sportsmanship. 
Transmitting at any time on any frequency will disqualify you. No 
talking to any other contestants-only to your own team members. You 
are on your own. The judges decisions are final. 


SUGGESTIONS FOR EXTRA EQUIPMENT 
Clip board, maps, plastic to cover map and grease pencil, 
notebook, pencil, compass, headset, watch. Good footwear for 
hiking. No sandals or bare feet. Leave at base camp locked in car 
trunk: tool box, tools, meter, soldering iron etc. 
Prizes: Certificates indicating First Place and New Club 
Record (time) and First Place blue ribbon. 


TRANSMITTER BUNNY 


1. Simplex frequency given when time to start. 

2. The output of the bunny transmitter will be 300 milliwatts. 

8. Total hunt time: 45 minutes. Bunny will have a stop-watch which 
will run until some-one finds him or time runs out. 

4. The bunny will be a 12-inch white cardboard rabbit mounted on 
a 2-foot stake. Information on the stake will identify the 
bunny, which you will bring back to camp with you. 

5. The bunny will be totally visable for 10 feet but will be no 

higher than 12-inches off the ground during the hunt. 

6. The bunny operator will stay within 6-feet of the bunny, and can 
be in contact with the judges at base camp. 


TRANSMISSIONS DURING THE HUNT 
A. TRANSMIT IN VOICE FOR FIVE MINUTES (NO CLUES) 
B. SILENCE FOR 3 MINUTES. 
REPEAT A AND B UNTIL HUNT IS OVER (45 MINUTES) 


THE 
MOUNT DIABLO AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
MEETS MONTHLY, 3rd FRIDAY, 8PM 
at the 


2100 Tice Valley Boulevard 
Walnut Creek 


| NEXT MEETING - 


; 
i GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH | 


JUNE 15, 1990 


VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
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CLUB OFFICERS 


. 


PRESIDENT 
DEREK BROWN N6CUK 672-2055 | 
VICE PRESIDENT 
DON LEDWITH K7SDF 372-7296 
SECRETARY 
JUNE BLENDERMAN N6SWP 820-0543 
TREASURER 
WALTER EBBETT KB60IB 837-2204 


EMERGENCY COORDINATOR 


BRIAN ROLLEY Né6éTDJI 2718-2296 

DIRECTORS 

DICK BROWN KT6X 676-9048 
3 


| JAY CALDIS KTOY 939-180 | 


CLUB REPEATERS 


L235, i14/ > 
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147.06/+ 
(100 Hz 


441.325/+ 
(100 Hz) 
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CLUB NETS 


ROCKY RIDGE REPEATER GROUP 
Thursdays 1930 hours 147.06/+R 


Jay Caldis KT6Y Net Control 


er ee re eee ere ee ee 


AMATEUR TELEVISION NET 


2000 hours (follows RRRG net) 
Mike Scott N6GOZ Net Control 
| Don Smith W6ENKF Alternate 


ee eee 


CONTRA COSTA COUNTY | 
RACES/ARES NETS | 


| 
| THURSDAYS . . 1900 HOURS 
| *CENTRAL C.C.COUNTY 145.680/S_ | 
James House, KA6IVF, E.C. | 
372-0345 
*EAST C.C.COUNTY 146.535/S | 
Rick Barber, WB6EZI. E.C. I 
| 754-1610 | 
*SOUTH C.C.COUNTY 146.355/+R_~ si! 
George Jones, KI6YK, E.C. | 
837-9316 i 
*WEST C.C.COUNTY 145.110/-R | 
| Rachel Lewellen, KB6LHR. E.C. | 
| 233-5034 


| *QSY to 147.735/-R at 1920 HOURS | 
| MEETING OF ALL RACES/ARES NETS | 


CONTRA COSTA COUNTY EMERGENCY 1 
RADIO SERVICES H.F.NET | 
| meets monthly - list Thursday 
following the lst Wednesday ! 
| 2000 Hours 3895 Khz ! 


Hank Berriman, W6ZHY. A.E.C. Hy 


gE Sm Re he es ee 
| SHERIFF's UNIFORMED RESERVE | 
for information call: 
Brad Watson WA6AEO Coor. 676-8239 | 

| Jane Walker N6NVA 458-3164 | 
| S. McGlathery N6OHF 934-8076 !| 
! " 
THE ROCKY RIDGE REPEATER GROUP 
meets at the Willow Creek Center 

1026 Mohr Lane, Concord 


NEXT MEETING - JULY 18th 8pm 


i 
| 
il 
| 
| 
Interested persons are welcome 
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B OK 
. PLEASE SEND BY JULY 18, 1990 TO: GEORGE ROUSH WB60FH * 
nf 2116 ATHENE DRIVE ° 
ne CONCORD, CA 94519 . 
* * 
_ NAME(S) CALL SIGN ° 
OK oF 
* ADDRESS Citas ZIP ° 
OK OK 
* PHONE # ADULTS # CHILDREN TOTAL ™ 
x 1K 
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BAY AREA HOSPITALS 
DISASTER PREPAREDNESS NET 
USES W6CX 
By the Editor 


A monthly communication net 
between Bay Area hospitals and other 
emergency response agencies is, and 
has been, conducted on a monthly 
basis on the fourth Wednesday of 
each month from 12:00 to 1:00PM. 

David F. Otey, WB6NER, is the 
District Emergency Coordinator, ARRL 
.RES, Alameda County, and conducts 
the net from 1950 Franklin Street, 
Oakland. He acts as primary ‘net 
control operator' to coordinate the 
'check-ins' from Bay Area hospitals 
from twelve to one c'clock using the 
frequencies 147.06+/R and 146.430/5S. 

The primary purpose of the 
monthly exercise is to update the 
radio operator and procedure lists 
and to reassess the extent of the 
nets' preparedness to mobilize 
licensed Amateur Radio volunteers 
(either from the community or the 
hospital staff) to operate the radio 
equipment to contact other hospitals 
via this medium during a community 
emergency. 

A roll-call for the net on May 
30, 1990 at 12:00 noon included 21 
Kaiser hospitals from Fresno to 
Sacramento, the OES in Sacramento, 
California Department of Health 
Services in Berkeley, Red Cross in 
Richmond Center, U of C Medical 
Center Davis, and locally, John Muir 
Hospital, Los Medanos Hospital, Mt. 
Diablo Medical Center, and Marriott 
Foods Company in Burlingame. 

KKKKKKKKKKKKHKKKKKKKKKES 

David Otey, net control, said 
in his Memorandum to net operators, 
"repeater operations through W6CX 
continues to be very successful. The 
owners of W6CX, The Mount Diablo 
Amateur Radio Club, have been very 
instrumental in assuring the contin- 
ues success of this net. Thank you, 

W6CX/R fit". 


KKKKKKKKKKRKKRKKKRKKKKKKKSE 


9 MDARC Club members partici- 


‘Rick MUSE, N6VOM; 


pate in this net; Shirley (N60HF) 
and Jerry (K6EUR) McGlathery. and 
John Bates (N6PUL) at Kaiser. Walnut 
Creek Medical Center: Don Peattie 
(WB6TEE) at John Muir Memorial 
Hospital: Ray (N6RBY) and Linda 
(N6SCR) Bryant, and Alice Brydon 
(N6UZL) at the California Department 
of Health Services, Berkeley; Bill 
Hall (KB9M) at Los Medanos Hospital; 
and Stan Christian (WU6P) at the Mt. 
Diablo Medical Center. 


CLUB MEETING VISITORS 


It was a great pleasure to welcome 
the following visitors to the MDARC 
Club Meeting on May 18, 1990: 


Randy HEISE, N6XNB: 286 Green House 
Market Place #302, San Leandro, CA 


94579, who has a mobile marine 
station. 
Harry  LEES, KJ6WS ; 9627 Alcosta 


Blvd... San Ramon CA 94583, of the 
Livermore Amateur Radio Kiub. 


Dennis MATSEN, KAGFUB: 2038 
Cunningham Way, Martinez, CA 94553. 
who was one of our speakers and is 
the sysop of the KA6FUB packet 
gateway station and BBS. 


1024 Key Route 


Blvd., Albany. CA 94706, who comes 
to us from the East Bay Amateur 
Radio Club. 


EDITOR's COLUMN 
An article appeared inadvertantly in 
the May issue of this Newsletter on 
page 4 that was considered NOT to be 
MDARC business. It is the policy of 
the editor to print only material 
that promotes the interest of Ciub 
members and good-will toward MDARC 
and the amateur radio community. The 
attack on an individual and a situa- 
tion for reasons unrelated to this 
Club or its purposes was indiscrete 
and therefore regrettable. 


MDARC GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 
May 18, 1990 


Pres. Derek Brown, N6CUK, 
called the meeting to order. Motion 
to approve the previous meeting 
minutes was made and seconded. New 
members and guests were introduced. 

A sign-up sheet to purchase 
Field Day shirts was passed around. 
Cost 87.25. mmtil. tune 27a. - 310 
thereafter. Small to XL sizes. 

Treasurer KB6QIB reported 
$7,632.74 cash on hand 5/17/90. 
Membership Chairman, KI6YK reported 
333 members. He requested upgrades 
and new calls be submitted to him in 
writing. 

June 23 - FIELD DAY - Please 
contact Lauren, WA6CIE, if you can 
assist in any way with the activi- 
ties. Equipment and people are need- 
ed. If you can't participate on site 
you can contact them via CW or voice 
and they will receive points. 

Laney Community College is 
offering Ham Radio Classes starting 
June 2nd, Blidg.A, Rm.A101. Cost $10. 
For more info call 464-3536, 6am to 
8pm and ask for Bill or drop in at 
Student Center, Rm.415. 

An excellent familiarization 
briefing on PACKET was given by Brad 
Watson, WAGAEO, Dennis Matson, 
KA6FUB and George Jones, KI6YK. 

Drawing for prizes was held 
just before adjournment. 

Respectfully submitted, 

June Blenderman, N6SWP 

MDARC Secretary 


MDARC BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
May 22, 1990 


Board Members Present: 


President Derek Brown N6CUK 
Vice Pres. Don Ledwith K7SDF 
Secretary June Blenderman N6SWP 
Treasurer Walt Ebbett KB60IB 
Emer.Coor. Brian Rolley N6TDJ 
Director Jay Caldis KT6Y 
Board Member Absent: 
Director Dick Brown KT6X 


Committee Chairmen present: 
Mbrshp/Pub. George Jones KI6YK 
Picnic/Xmas George Roush WB60FEH 


President Brown called the 
meeting to order. Minutes of the 
last meeting were approved ae 
published in the April Carrier. 

A "Field Day Presentation " is 
on the agenda for MDARC's June 15th 
meeting. 

Treasurer reports balance on 
hand $7853.87. Membership is 334. 

A motion was made and passed by 
the Board of Directors recommending 
that the Editor allocate space in 
the June issue of the Carrier to 
allow only the CCRA, RACES and 
Editor of the Carrier to respond to 
the article by Paul Girard. 

Respectfully submitted, 

June Blenderman, Secretary 
TREASURER'S PHONE NUMBER CHANGE 
Walter Ebbett, KB60IB, requests a 
change be made on your Club Roster. 
On the inside back page of the 
Roster under 'OFFICERS' he requests 
his Work 'phone be DELETED and his 
Home ‘phone be CHANGED to 837-2204. 


HAM GEAR FOR SALE 


Swan 500CX Transceiver 
Bands:3-5,7,14,21,28 MHz 
117XC Power Supply 
VX-2 Vox relay controller 
14-C.12 volt power supply 
Shure 444T Controlled Mag.Mic. 
Osker SWR-200 SWR/watt meter 0-200W 
Heathkit AT-1 Transmitter 
AC-1 Antenna Coupler 
HG-108 VFO 
Miscellaneous: 
Key. Low pass filter 
Hi-gain 18' vertical antenna 
Inverted V w/traps 
Spare vacuum tubes 
Advertised previously for $325/offer 
Now asking $250.00 
John DeVries (408) 262-2277 
Leave message 


as 
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY UPDATE 
by George Jones, KI6YK 


MDARC is pleased to welcome the 

following new members: 

ADAMS, David L.; N6VIJ, Technician; 
1933 E. Bayshore #31, Redwood 
City, CA 94063; (415)-365-9408 
(h), (415) -592-5358 (w) 

CASH, Norris D. (Jack); W6ORR, Tech- 
nician; 85 Hillcrest Dr., 
Orinda, CA 94563; (415)-254- 
8195 (h) 

FREDERIC, Don; KC6HUE, Technician; 
494 Fensalir, Pleasant Hill, CA 
94523; (415)-685-4833(h), 

(415) -842-4833 (w) 

GLEASON, John; N6GRJ, Advanced; 1859 
Third Ave., Walnut Creek, CA 
94596; (415) -938-8254(h) 

PEPPER, Jim; W6QIF, Advanced; 44 El 
Camino Moraga, Orinda, CA 94563 
(415) -376-7095 (h) 

REILLY, John (Jack); AA6VN, Extra 
5 Tarry7bn=.;7-Orinda; + Ca- 94362 
(415) -254-2290 (h) 

SMITH, Bruce N.; KC6JMN, Novice; 216 
Lombardi Cir., Walnut Creek, CA 
94598-4907; (415)-934-1735(h), 
(415) -685-8414 (w) 

WALL, Charles (Charley); SWL; 1220 
Monument Blvd. #D-9, Concord, 
CA 94520; (415)-825-8470(h), 
(415) -370-8559 (w) 


The following member of MDARC has 

renewed his membership for 19990: 

SPRINGER, Thomas J. (Tom); KA6SPd, 
Technician; 831 San Simeon, 
Concord, CA 94518; (415)-676- 
3658 (h) 


Congratulations to Dusty Rhodes on 
his new call: AA6UM 
Please note the following address 
and phones number changes: 

Carlos PUIG: 12 S. First St., Suite 
#802, San Jose, CA 95113 

Mark CURLEY: 425 Azores Cir., 
Pittsburg , CA 94565; 458-5602 (h) 


PACKET WHITE PAGES 
by George Jones, KI6YK 


Unless you are sending a 
message to a ham who also uses the 
Same BBS as you, you need to be sure 
to indicate his home BBS in the "To" 
part of the header. 

When Lew Jenkins' BBS, N6VV, 
was practically the only Packet BBS 
in our area, it was easy to send 
packet messages to other packet 
operators because there was almost 
no other place for them to have as 
their home BBS. But when N6VV went 
ORT and with the addition of four 
(and soon five) other BBS's to the 
county packet radio system, it has 
become a problem sometimes knowing 


at what BBS to leave messages for 
others. 
The best way to find out what 
BBS another uses is to ask him/her. 
But there is another way to 
find out what BBS a particular ham 
has selected as his home BBS. It 1s 


known as the packet White Pages (WP) 
and is kept up to date throughout 
the world. In order to be listed in 
the WP, a packet operator needs to 

have registered at his local packet 


BBS and indicated it as his home 
BBS. 

To find out from WP what BBS a 
local (No. Calif.) ham uses as his 
home BBS, send the following mes- 
sage: 

10 SP WP @ W6PW.#NOCAL 

Subject: Query? 

Message: [hamcall] ? 


For more distant inquiries, send 

LO: SP WP @ AD8I.OH 
For example, to find out 
home BBS is, you would send 

SP WP @ W6PW.#NOCAL 

QUERY? 

KI6YK ? 

/EX (or you can send control-Z) 
Usually, you will receive a return 
message with the desired informa- 
tion the same day. 


what my 


— aaa, 
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EDITOR: On the following pages are four replies to an article in 
the May 1990 issue of The Carrier "Orinda Fire Files Complaint 
Against CCRA Operations". The replies are from (1) Larry Kaye, 
W6CPO, District Emergency Coordinator and County RACES Radio 
Officer, (2) Contra Costa Repeater Association, (3) Vicki Zumwalt, 
Social Chairperson, CCRA, and (4) Willis Lamm, Fire Captain and 
Communications Officer for the Orinda Fire Protection District. 


eR ES A OIE A A LE a a BS 


(1) From LARRY KAYE, W6CPO, District Emergency Coordinator and 
County RACES Radio Officer 


As avery brief ‘reply' to the article by Paul Girard in the May 
Carrier, I would like to take issue with some of the points made. 


The 147.735 repeater is not, at least as I understand the 
definition, a closed repeater. No PL tone is needed to access the 
machine for normal operation. Those Amateurs who contribute to the 
operation of the machine are given a set of codes and the PL tone 
required for them. These codes enable the ‘'extra' features such 
as the DVR and the autopatch. 


There NEVER has been any problem in '‘'finding' copies of the 
agreements between Contra Costa County (actually the Sheriff's 
department) and the CCRA. One simply has to know who to ask. 
These agreements, incidently are dated 19 October, 1982 and 1 May, 
1984 and were made when the Sheriff's department was responsible 
for county communications. Administration of the communications 
facilities now is the responsibility of the General Services 
Department. 


The repeater systems (including packet) that the CCRA has installed 
and maintains are clearly some of the best in northern California. 
These facilities have served Contra Costa RACES (and other areas 
as well) whenever called upon to do so. 


Relative to the issue of 'night mode' operation of the repeater, 
this issue has been raised recently due to the changing needs of 
the RACES system. There is a s*anding committee of RACES and the 
CCRA which meets to discuss and coordinate repeater operation. The 
committee is currently discussing this issue and has received 
inputs from a number of RACES members. 


It is always unfortunate when perceived (or actual) problems become 
matter for a public dispute. Little is accomplished and there is 
a great potential for side issues to interfere with whatever 
resolution is appropriate. Let us allow the leadership of each 
group, and the coordination committee, be the focus on anhy 
discussions. 7 

cere nar nr nT OE 
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(2) A MESSAGE FROM THE CONTRA COSTA REPEATER ASSOCIATION 


The Contra Costa Repeater Association Board of Director's war '"'y 
surprised and disappointed at the many inaccurate and inflammatory 
statements about the CCRA made in the last edition of the "Carrier" 
It came as a surprise since none of the parties mentioned nor the 
author of the article had approached us with any problem. It is 
especially surprising that the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club has 
allowed itself to be used as a vehicle to promote disharmony 
amongst the ham community, when it's own by-laws clearly indicate 
that the Club will promote fellowship and a spirit of ‘getting 
along' amongst amateur's. 


The Contra Costa Repeater Association's exemplary record of service 
stands as testament to our commitment to Amateur Radio. Since day 
one we have worked closely with RACES, governmental organization's 
and all others to provide our communities with Amateur Radio public 
service and emergency communications. We have worked for the good 
of all area hams in creating a network to tie the county together, 
as well as to the rest of Northern California. We have overseen the 
development of this county's packet radio system, and participated 
in coordinating packet radio and amateur repeater's in Northern 
California. It is because of these and other accomplishments that 
our organization has over 100 members today. and it is still 
growing. 


The Contra Costa Repeater Association pledges to continue to be on 
the forefront with new technology and its implementation. We 
further promise to continue to serve our communities in any way 
possible through Amateur Radio communications. We would suggest 
that those responsible for the statements in the "Carrier" take a 
fresh look at their priorities. Wouldn't they, and all of us, be 
better off if they spent their time and efforts on improving 
Amateur Radio's ability to serve, rather than dividing the amateur 
community and thus making us less effective in providing the 
services that only we can? 


John Montagh, KA6BSN Steve Overacker, WA6HAM 
Brad Watson, - WA6AEO Dennis Matson, KA6FUB 


A EZ Ea 


(3) From Vicki Zumwalt, Social Chairman, CCRA, and 
Past President, Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club. 


During the two years I was your President, I made every effort 
to cement and smooth relationships with other Amateur Radio groups. 
In our MDARC by laws it specifically states in our preamble "to 
provide fellowship among our members and promote harmony with all 
in our community." I was pleased to see that our editor of the 
Carrier - Stan Christian, had achieved such a superb reputation 
for our newsletter with its continued excellence in articles and 
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publication. I was therefore extremely surprised to find last 
months Carrier with an article written by Paul W. Girard entitled 
"Orinda Fire Files Complaint Against CCRA Operations". | 


personally know this article to be grossly in error and completely 
misleading. I term it journalistic sensationalism. I do not feel 
this is the type article we should be publishing in the Carrier. 
Delving deeper into the situation I found that Stan had not been 
involved in publishing last months Carrier due to his operation and 
hospital stay. 

In addition I understand that Mr. Girard used his own 
authority to write the Editorial column, never giving credit to 
himself for his innuendo's and remarks. How is it that one can 
write an editorial on one's own article? 

The CCRA has approximately 100 members. The majority of which 
also belong to our MDARC, including Brad Watson who was singled out 
in this article. This is not promoting fellowship among our 
members. 

I found it very interesting that in writing the article, Mr. 
Girard is quoting a letter written by Willis Lamm, in which it 
states the CCRA system is inaccessible until a control operator can 
be located. This is inaccurate, all of the 100 members have codes 
to turn the system on and off. . 

It also seems unusual to me that Mr. Girard couldn't come up 
with a copy of the County-CCRA-RACES operating agreement, 
especially since Larry Kaye has said copy. 

I have been a member of both MDARC and CCRA for eight years 
and have never seen any impropriety in the way CCRA has operated. 
The styles of each group are different, but Giversity is what makes 
both organizations unique. How each group is operated is not any 
of the others business. If individuals choose to be a member in 
either group it is their own decision. 

CCRA has been an asset to the Amateur community. It operates 
the CCC Sheriffs program "Your Place or Ours" taking home people 
who have had to much to drink and has done this the last eight 
years. They are available to RACES for SETS and emergencies. Many 
a public service event has been sponsored by the machine. About 
two years ago VE test examinations were started and continue to be 
sponsored by CCRA. They have even sponsored special exam sessions 
for our own MDARC classes. The Sheriffs uniformed group was a 
brainchild of theirs. The equipment is maintained and updated on 
a continuous basis. Endless hours are spent by the control 
operators making this machine truly the finest in our area. 

Having read Willis Lamm's letter in its entirety, not selected 
bits and pieces such as Mr. Girard choose to print, I sense that 
what Mr. Lamm would like is answers to some concerns and questions 
he has. This is currently being correctly handled through the 
proper CCRA/RACES channels. After a lengthy conversation with 
Willis at our last MDARC meeting, I feel comfortable his problems 
are being resolved. 

As we know it takes an enormous amount of money to keep a high 


level machine, such as the CCRA owns and operates, runningc. As 
social chairman for the group, I am pleased to announce Willis as 
our newest CCRA member. I would encourage others to follow his 


lead. 
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In the future I would hope our MDARC board will take a closer 
look at our Carrier before it goes to press and not allow personal 
vendettas or unsubstantiated material to be published. This should 
go a long way towards providing fellowship among our members and 
promoting harmony in our community. 


‘a an CRIES LE TT a TR TL TEL EE, EE EE I EN ST | EO 


(4) Reply from Willis Lamm, N6VZT, Fire Captain and Communications 
Officer, Orinda Fire Protection District. 


ORINDA FIRE'S ROLE IN AMATEUR RADIO 


There has been a great deal of interest shown in Paul Girard's 
recent article about the Orinda Fire Protection District, RACES and 
the CCRA. In that article, certain excerpts were reprinted from a 
letter which I had sent to RACES. As in most situations of this 
type, excerpts cannot reflect the actual tone of a lengthy document 
and while many Hams interpreted my letter as represented in the 
article correctly, many others did not. These misinterpretations 
have resulted in many rumors and in a great deal of stress and 
anxiety for a number of good people who don't deserve a 

To clarify this situation, I would like to explain what is 
really going on. 

I am a Fire Captain and Communications Officer for the Orinda 
Fire Protection District. The Fire district boundaries include 
unincorporated areas, a majority of the City of Orinda and Tilden 
Park. In 1987, my role was expanded to include chairing the 
Communications Subcommittee of the newly formed Disaster Council 
for the City of Orinda. My responsibilities included assuring 
reliable electronic communications of all types for the various 
types of foreseeable emergencies from minor incidents to a major 
disaster. 

It was during my involvement with the City that I had my first 
real contact with Amateur Radio Operators and RACES. My previous 
misconception of Amateur Radio as a group of DxXers piling up on HF 
frequencies quickly dissolved as I became aware of the 
sophisticated and excellent VHF and UHF systems which were part of 
Amateur radio. Likewise, I could visualize what a tremendous asset 
these volunteers and systems could be to emergency service 
agencies. 

I was deeply concerned about the Amateur volunteers becoming 
familiar with us and that we would be comfortable working with 
them. Semi-annual exercises would not be sufficient. As a result, 
I proposed a more interactive relationship with the local Amateur 
volunteers involving more frequent responses to local, mid-sized 
emergencies. 

In 1988 the Orinda Fire Protection District, in conjunction 
with the Orinda Amateur Radio Assn., the City of Orinda and Contra 
Costa County OES, established a specialized communications response 
team with its own response vehicle. These personnel received 
Significant training in ICS as well as for responses to emergencies 
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such as fires, police responses, hazardous materials incidents. 
This response vehicle, "Com Van 45", was designed to carry portable 
lighting, cellular telephones, digital communications, FAX, a copy 
machine, a cache of public safety hand held radios. ICS supplies, 
and a host of other supplies and equipment which would be useful 
during serious emergency incidents. This program not only provided 
more regular interaction between the volunteers and public safety 
personnel, but it provided a delivery mechanism for equipment and 
supplies that just wasn't practical to carry on our normal 
emergency vehicles. 

Com Van 45 is on the "run cards" for certain Orinda Fire 
District emergencies. Team members carry pagers and the Contra 
Costa Fire Communications Center dispatches Com Van 45 just the 
same as any volunteer Fire company. Additionally, the Orinda Fire 
Protection District has entered into mutual aid agreements with 
other fire and police agencies whereby Com Van 45 would be subject 
to immediate dispatch when requested. 

Com Van 45's responses are generally "quick call-outs". Team 
members are required to go through checklists, have the proper 
equipment on-board for the type of emergency they are reponding to, 
and be underway in 5 minutes. There are several types of incidents 
where members are not permitted to arrive in private vehicles, so 
once enroute, members in private vehicles must coordinate with the 
van. In those instances, enroute rendezvous points must be 
established quickly to minimize delays in the van's arrival at 
emergency incidents. 

We needed a repeater which could be accessed from Orinda as 
well as from the probable response destinations in more distant 
areas where we might respond to mutual aid requests. This repeater 
needed to be immediately available ona 24 hour basis. the 147.735 
was the best repeater for this purpose; it was technologically the 
best system, it had the use of County radio towers and by agreement 
with the County, its primary purpose "is and will be for emergency 
communications". Our problem was access after 23:00 hours when the 


repeater "went to sleep". Since team members didn't have time to 
go through a "telephone tree" to find a control operator, this 
access problem needed to be addressed. (It should also be noted 


that the team would be called out in the event of a telephone 
central office failure, and if the telephone system is out of 
service, it would be difficult to reach a control operator). 

The proper organization for me, as a public safety officer, 
to contact regarding this situation was RACES. I present this issue 
and was provided with a variety of interpretations of the agreement 
that CCRA had with the County, but I received no resolution to the 
problem. When I asked to review the agreement, no one could come 
up with a copy. Without a copy of the agreement, there was no basis 
upon which to tackle access or any other issues. I was also ired 
by suggestions that if we wanted rapid access to the repeater (for 
emergency purposes), we ought to join CCRA. 

On March 23, after months of no progress in this matter, I 
sent a formal letter to RACES outlining my concerns. It was a 
written summary of the items which were under discussion and I 
requested a formal response by May ist, prior to fire season. The 
letter was not intended for publication. 
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Paul Girard formally requested a copy of the letter and he was 
given one. He contacted me shortly before the Carrier was printed 
and advised me that he wanted to discuss the letter in an article 
in The Carrier. My position was (and is) that any CCRA member 
should be able to submit anything which is factual for the 
membership to read, and so long as the article was accurate, I had 
no grounds to object. 

While I don't think I would have put Paul's type of article 
in the newsletter, and while his style was somewhat sensational, 
I must admit that all parties involved are working on these issues 
with renewed energy and commitment. I have to thank Paul for that. 
I am disappointed, however, that Paul's article was constructed in 
such a manner as to provide fuel for those individuals who wish to 
use these issues for their own personal attacks on the various 
parties involved. 

In my observation, the biggest impediment to resolving the 
' issues before us is that operational discussions most often turn 
to more personal issues; who did what to whom back in whenever. 
There are a number of strong personalities involved in local 
Amateur radio who are bound to attract attention. Slinging mud is 
only going to reinforce the barriers which impede cooperation and 
solutions. I think CCRA, RACES and all other agencies involved 
intend to act in good faith to resolve the issues which confront 
them. And in those situations where the parties can't agree, be 
doesn't mean there has to be animosity....people simply don't 
agree. 

The present County-RACES-CCRA relationship is confusing and 
difficult for outside agencies, such as Orinda, to interface with. 
The County and affiliated organizations are presently developing 
a new RACES plan. This plan should reflect the genuine interests 
of the various agencies, associations and other parties involved 
with RACES type communications. The County is rapidly changing and 
the plan needs to address the type of operations that are taking 
place in the 1990s. Included in that plan should also be an 
organizational configuration which is more efficient for handling 
problems in the future. 

I spent thousands of hours promoting increased involvement of 
Amateur Radio in public safety. Amateur Radio provides a great 
benefit for emergency services providers, and we can offer Amateurs 
increased opportunities to get involved in interesting emergency 
and law enforcement operations. I would prefer to see us direct our 
energies toward enhancing the Amateur experience, rather than waste 
energy on destructive grudges. 

Finally, with respect to The Carrier printing Paul's article; 
I don't believe in censorship and I have seen how censorship can 
be used to manipulate members of an organization by its leadership. 
In spite of a predictable backlash from several people, MDARC let 
the article run and stand on its own merits. I would expect that 
Paul, after becoming frustrated with a lack of progress, decided 
to shake things up and make things happen. Well, he did. Now it's 
up to us to make those things happen in a positive direction 
through positive attitudes and actions. 


——— 
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THE BASE SVATION 


YOUR CONTRA COSTA HAM HEADQUARTERS 
FOR AMATEUR RADIO NEEDS 


AEA CUSHCRAFT BALUNS 
AVANTI GORDON WEST 


CALLBOOKS 
ASTRON HUSTLER COAX CABLE 
ARRL LARSEN CONNECTORS 
AMECO MF J FERRITE RODS 
B&W NYE HAM PUBLICATIONS 
BEARCAT REGENCY 2 MTR AMPLIFIERS 
BENCHER WELZ METERS 
BUTTERNUT YAESU SPEAKERS 


1839 EAST STREET (across from Saltler’s) 
CONCORD, CA 94520 (415) 685-7388 


MEMBERSHIP - 
PUBLICATIONS AND DISTRIBUTION 
CHAIRMAN 
. DR. GEORGE JONES KI6YK 
| 


325 GLEN ARMS DRIVE 


DANVILLE, CA 94526 
S31-93416 


STAN CHRISTIAN WUSP 
5450 CONCORD BLVD. #C4 
CONCORD, CA 94521 


Send contributions: 
(1) by MATL OR TELEPHONE 
(2) to KA6FUB BBS 144.99 MHz 
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